Immunomodulatory approaches for prevention and treatment of infectious diseases.
With increasing pathogen resistance to antibiotics, population ageing, and threat of pandemics there is a strong interest in the development of new approaches for the treatment of infectious diseases. Immunomodulatory therapies are defined as interventions that target the host rather than the pathogen, modulating the immune response with the aim of disease prevention or treatment. Our growing understanding of the immune system continues to offer novel drug targets and approaches for immunomodulatory interventions. In this review we will cover prominent examples of immunomodulatory therapies already in clinical use, as well as the recent advances in the development of new immunomodulators in ongoing clinical trials.